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Conyers on McCain-Lieberman Bill: “A Good Start”

In reaction to today’s announcement of Senator John McCain and Senator Joe
Lieberman’s Gun Show Background Check bill, Congressman John Conyers, Jr., Ranking
Member of the House Judiciary Committee and Dean of the Congressional Black Caucus, issued
the following statement:

“Senators McCain and Lieberman and Congresswoman McCarthy should be applauded
for their efforts to reach bipartisan consensus on this often contentious issue and this bill is a
good start for moving this issue forward.  I also appreciate the efforts of Americans for Gun
Safety for working to address my concerns with this legislation.

However, at this time, I can not cosponsor this bill because I think it still has some
problems.  Among my concerns are the following:

(1) Giving States the Option to Shorten Gun Show Background Checks to 24 Hours –
The history of the Brady Act has demonstrated that very few background checks, approximately
five percent, take longer than 24 hours, and those five percent of purchasers are 20 times more
likely to be a felon, fugitive or stalker.  With so few purchasers possibly inconvenienced by
waiting longer than 24 hours to buy a gun and so many violent criminals stopped from a deadly
purchase, I remain unconvinced that there is any need to shorten background check times.

(2) Allowing Private Citizens to Conduct Background Checks at Gun Shows – Since the
Brady Law’s inception, the gun lobby has asserted that the 250,000 gun dealers who can conduct
background checks at gun shows are not enough and we need to deputize private citizens to
conduct background checks.  I believe this is an invitation to organized crime to set up front
operations to launder illegal gun transactions.

 Yet, despite the departures the sponsors of this legislation have made from the Reed gun
show background check bill to try to reach a compromise that will move in the House, the NRA
still derides it as an ‘unworkable middle ground’ and no Member of Congress traditionally allied
with the gun rights cause has emerged to support it.  I don’t think the NRA will accept anything it
hasn’t shot so full of loopholes that it accomplishes nothing.”
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